
 

 

    

 

 
    

It was a dream of Bo Bowers, the founder, 
to build a memorial in Golden, CO in honor 
of Marines of all eras. The first conceptual 
meeting took place in Bo's living room in 
1974. This meeting started the plans of 
this memorial to be built. By persuading 
Gov. John Vanderhoof to designate State 
land to use for the site, Bo Bowers got the 
plans for the USMC Memorial in action.  
Jack Therman and many others did the 
conceptual designs of the memorial. It cost 
about $30,000 which was raised through 
many generous contributors. The land was 
donated by the state of Colorado and the 
City of Golden approved the project. After 
it was approved, CDOT drew up an 
agreement that the Marine Corps Memorial 
Association signed. The proclamation was 
signed in the Governor’s office in 1974. 
Finally, ground was broken in 1975. 
The Commandant of the Marine Corps 
dedicated it at the opening on August 25, 
1977.  More additions to memorial were 
made over the years. The first addition 
was the Navy Corpsman boulder. After that 
the Division stones were added and are 

dated when they were dedicated. 
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Or go to http://girlscouts.org! 

 

 

 

To learn more about Connecting & 

Protecting, scan this code! 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact the creator of this pamphlet, Debra Zerr 

Debbie4goldproject@gmail.com 

The Time Capsule 

The capsule contains documents from 

the President, Governor, & other 

dignitaries, evidence of current life 

styles, and a recording of anticipated life 

styles for the year 2076 when the 

capsule will be opened.  It was donated 

by Ball Brothers Research Corporation. 

 

The Founder: BO Bowers 
Born in North Dakota, Bo Bowers served his 

country as a Staff Sergeant in the Marine 

Corps for 30 years.  While he was active duty 

he was with the Atlantic Fleet, visiting many 

countries.  He returned to Colorado and 

moved to Golden. Bowers was always 

committed to service, wanting to help anyone 

with anything he could. 

“Connecting & Protecting” is a Girl Scout Gold 

Award Project created by Debra Zerr.  It is 

addressing the issue of a disconnection 

between the military and the general public.  

Debra decided to do the project because she 

saw more people drifting from the men and 

women in the military.  She didn’t want that to 

happen, so she developed a 6 part project to 

bring awareness to the issue and hopefully 

prevent it from getting worse, maybe even fix 

it.  One part of her project is the pamphlet you 

are reading right now.  Debra hopes that you 

will remember those who gave their lives so we 

could live ours after your visit to the memorial. 

The US Marine Corps 

Memorial History 

Time Capsule Burial Ceremony Dec 22nd, 1976 

Time Capsule Burial Ceremony 1976 
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Interview: Barry Georgopulos 

 

 

“…We didn't have a computer to just 

push some buttons and have all your 

information.  We had to calculate the 

range, distance, deflections, quadrants 

and what have you using a slide rule…” 

 

“…I didn't know what it was, and it kind 

of made me nervous.  They told me 

that my blood pressure is too high to 

enlist me…” 

 

“…At the time I was the supply chief 

which included the mess. When I left 

the night before, they were in the 

middle of the desert.  They said they 

were going to be moving to a new place 

over night and gave me the 

coordinates.  I went back to base…” 

   

 
 

Read more at 

Connectingprotecting.wordpress.com 

Interview: SSgt. Keith Carter 

 

“…We heard the drill instructor slam into 

the door a couple of times.  Finally he 

broke the door off the hinges and 

mattresses went everywhere…” 

 

“…I never really worked out a whole ton 

compared to what the Marines do in their 

daily lives, so getting into shape was a 

huge deal.  And then when I got to boot 

camp, it was like a huge slap in the face 

as far as I wasn’t even prepared for what 

I was about to go through…” 

 

“…Each of them had a lot of confidence, 

very driven, incredible work ethic, and 

that no matter what they always put 

everyone before themselves…” 

 

 

 

Read more at 

Connectingprotecting.wordpress.com 

Scan this code to learn more about the 

memorial! 

 

 

 

 

Or go to http://usmarinecorpsmemorial.com 

 

Construction started 1975 

Before construction 

Parade celebrating the opening 1975 


